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A Plea from International Scholars of
Genocide and Human Rights Studies
We, the undersigned scholars, wish to express publicly our great appreciation for the
International Institute for Genocide and Human Rights Studies and its parent organization, the Zoryan Institute (‘‘the Institute’’), for their thirty years of academic
work in the field of genocide and human rights studies. In the face of the continuing
problem of genocide in the twenty-first century, the Institute is to be commended for
its service to the academic community and is recognized by scholars for providing
leadership and a support structure in promoting the cause of universal human rights
and the prevention of genocide.
We urgently call upon all foundations and organizations worldwide concerned
with these issues, as well as individuals committed to preventing this heinous crime,
to provide financial support for this world-class academic institution. If the Institute
is to continue its invaluable scholarly and educational undertakings (see below), it
must secure its financial foundation by raising funds for an endowment and its
annual operations.
For the past thirty years, the Institute has maintained an ambitious program to
collect archival documentation, conduct original research, and publish books and
periodicals. It also conducts university-level educational programs in the field of
Genocide and Human Rights Studies, taking a comparative and interdisciplinary
approach in its examination of the Jewish Holocaust, the Cambodian Genocide, and
the Rwandan Genocide, among others, using the Armenian Genocide as a point of
reference. In the process, using the highest academic standards, the Institute has
strived to understand the phenomenon of genocide, establish the incontestable, historical truth of the Armenian Genocide, and raise awareness of it among academics
and opinion-makers.
For the past ten years, the Institute has run an annual graduate-level university
course on genocide and human rights, now offered in partnership with the University
of Toronto. The course provides training and support for younger scholars entering
the field and helps to prepare the next generation of genocide specialists. This program fills a big gap in the university curriculum. It is unique in treating genocide
not only as a historical, political, legal, and psychological study, but also by centering
it within the study of human rights and by focusing on prevention.
During the last six years, in partnership with the International Association of
Genocide Scholars, the Institute has published Genocide Studies and Prevention:
An International Journal (GSP). Its mission is to deepen our understanding of the
phenomenon of genocide, create an awareness of it as an ongoing scourge, and promote the idea of the necessity of preventing it. This highly respected journal has
quickly become a leader in its field. GSP is co-published as the voice of the International Association of Genocide Scholars. This interdisciplinary, peer-reviewed journal
is a resource for students, researchers, educators, practitioners, and governmental
policy makers and a significant forum for scholarly discourse.
The Institute also publishes the award-winning Diaspora: A Journal of Transnational Studies, now in its twentieth year, dedicated to the multidisciplinary study of
the history, culture, social structure, politics, and economics of both the traditional
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diasporas—Armenian, Greek, and Jewish—and those transnational dispersions which
in the past three decades have chosen to identify themselves as ‘‘diasporas.’’ These
encompass groups ranging from the African-American to the Ukrainian-Canadian,
from the Caribbean-British to the new East and South Asian diasporas.
In an era of rapid globalization, the formal and informal power of border-crossing
civil society networks is increasingly pertinent for policy makers, business leaders,
scholars, and civil society. In this context, diasporas matter a great deal. They
include a range of ethnic communities formed from various categories of people,
such as political and war refugees, (im)migrants, and ethnic and racial minorities
that have maintained a sense of collective identity away from their homeland, and
they operate exemplary transnational networks between host states and homelands.
While the present and potential importance of diaspora communities is gradually
being recognized, the challenges they pose and the opportunities they represent
for both their host countries and homelands are neither well enough understood nor
sufficiently addressed. Diaspora strives to address these issues and more.
It is amazing that such an enormous effort and so many tangible results have
been achieved by this institute over the past thirty years without the resources of
a large university or government backing. The Institute draws heavily on volunteer
efforts—all the editors of its journals are volunteers, for example—but the costs of
publishing and printing are unavoidable. This work can only be achieved through
the systematic and continued efforts of independent scholars, teachers, professional
editors and translators, and support staff, which requires an organizational structure
and appropriate financial resources. The challenge now is to guarantee the continuation of the Institute’s invaluable scholarly and educational work. This will happen only
if the Institute secures the required funding from those most concerned, worldwide.
We, the undersigned scholars, therefore, appeal to the global community, foundations, organizations, business leaders, and national and international institutions to
show their tangible and generous support for this highly respected academic institution. We are keenly aware that the Armenian Genocide has not seen justice done,
and the truth of this genocide continues to be denied. It is thus a moral responsibility that academic work continues to shed light on the Armenian Genocide and promote awareness of it through publications and university courses. It is equally a
moral responsibility for the Armenian community worldwide, whose heritage of suffering has always driven the concern for other groups across the globe, to support
this work generously. What better way to honor the victims of the Armenian Genocide than by bringing out the truth of this history; what better way to redeem their
great suffering than to prevent other groups today from bearing the same horrific
burden.
Please show your support by sending your donation today to the Zoryan Institute, which is a registered charity in both the US and Canada. Donations will receive
official income tax deductible receipts. We thank you in advance for your generosity
and support.
The Zoryan Institute
7 Central St., Suite 202
Arlington, MA 02476
781-646-6713
zoryanusa@aol.com

The Zoryan Institute
255 Duncan Mill Rd., Suite 310
Toronto, Canada M3B 3H9
416-250-9807
zoryan@zoryaninstitute.org
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